The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


MAJORITY REPORT 


OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 


TO WHOM WAS REFERRED SO МООП OF THE GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE AS ` 


RELATES TO A 


PROHIBiITORY LIQUOR LAW. 


REPORT 


The majority of the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred so much of the Governor’s Message as relates to a “ Pro- 
hibitory Liquor Law,” having examined the subject, with care, 
would report: that to “best satisfy the sentiment of the whole 
people, in relation to the subject—subserve their true interest,” 
and at the same time adopt a measure called for by “the actual 
condition of things in the State at large,” it is necessary to pro- 
hibit the sale of intoxicating liquors for the purpose of being used 
as a beverage; and that in doing so, it is not necessary or expe- 
dient to promulgate any new principle, but simply to apply the 
well established doctrines of criminal jurisprudence to an evil 
now in existence, by prohibiting one person from assisting ano- 
ther to perpetrate a wrong upon himself. We are of the opinion 
that it would be unjust to enact a law to punish persons for injur- 
ing themselves, and particularly by the use of intoxicating liquors, 
sirce their use necessarily punishes the party using, in a manner 
so severe, that if such inflictions were- under sentence of our 
courts, they would be justly considered cruel and inhuman ; and. 
furthermore, it is beyond the reasonable scope of human govern- 
ment to protect a sane person from injuring himself. It is cus- 
tomary for, and in fact the duty of, Government to prohibit indi- 
viduals from doing that which is injurious to the morals or health 
of others, and if a thing may or may not be detrimental in the 
way mentioned, according to the method or plan of doing it, it is 
equally the duty of the law making power to interfere, and make 
such regulations ag the nature of the case and the public security 
require. In accordance with these views we have prepared a bill, 
which is respectfully submitted herewith, and its passage recom- 


mended. JAMES H. KNOWLTON. 
~ зар JOIN W. DAVIS. 
т. 7457, Н. S. ORTON. 
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